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The World Coconut Day was celebrated on September 2, 2015 at Coconut Research Station,
Aliyarnagar. Dr.K. Rajamanickam, Professor (Entomology) welcomed the gathering and stressed the
importance of coconut. Dr. N. Shoba, Professor and Head, Coconut Research Station, Aliyarnagar highlighted
the importance of intercropping in coconut garden and suggested it as a means to earn higher income.
Dr. M. Mariappan, Dean, HC&RI, Coimbatore, delivered the Presidential Address and emphasized the
importance of coconut seed nut selection, quality seedling materials and the need for improved varieties and
hybrids of coconut. Dr. H.P. Maheswarappa, Project Coordinator (Palms), CPCRI, Kasaragod advised the
farmers to approach the scientists of CRS, Aliyarnagar to know the recent advances in coconut production,
improvement and protection aspects.

Thiru. O.V.R. Somsundaram, progressive coconut farmer, Er. Madhu Ramakrishnan, organic grower,
Mr. C.M. Kamaraj, Managing Director, Sakthi Coir Exports Private Limited, Pollachi and Mr. Jayaprakash,
Proprietor, Vermigold, Udumalpet also participated in the function and shared their experiences. During the
function, a book on "Coconut Cultivation: Question and Answer Compilation" (In Tamil) was released by the
dignitaries and the same was distributed to all the participants free of cost. An interactive session was
organised in the afternoon between farmers and scientists, in which more than 140 farmers clarified their
doubts regarding coconut cultivation. Dr. A. Subramanian, Assistant Professor (PBG) proposed the formal
Vote of Thanks.
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