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to be beautified

Staff Repdrter

COIMBATORE: The Union Department of
Tourism has sanctioned a grant of Rs. 2
crore to the Tamil Nadu Agricultural
University for beautifying the Botanical
Garden here.

According to Vice-Chancellor of the
university K. Ramasamy, the amount
would be used to spruce up the garden to
make it more attractive for visitors.

The university would use its own
funds to a tune of Rs. 60 lakh to develop

“an eco-friendly park within the Botanical
Garden campus soon, the Vice-Chancel-
lor said. e .

“This will come up in an area of 12
acres and will be open to the public. Talks
are on with the Coimbatore Corporation
and Commissioner G. Latha has agreed
to lay footpath from Lawley Junction to
the university to enable safe walking
space for the students. She will expedite
footpath works within the Botanical Gar-
den,” Mr. Ramasamy said.
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TNAU plans

torevive
botanical
‘garden

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Coimbatore; Thanks to Tamil
Nadu Agricultural University
(TNAU) which plans to revive
the botanical garden and devel-
op another ‘eco-friendly park,’
the city will now have more en-
tertainment options. Plans are
in place to revive the Botanical
Garden at TNAU with the Tamil
Nadu Tourism Department of-
fering Rs2cr to develop the gar-
den. :

TNAU vice-chancellor (VC),
K Ramasamy elaborated on
their plans to develop the gar-
den on Wednesday, “Our aim is
todevelopthe garden, makingit
both a recreational and educa-
tional experience for visitors,”
he said. They plan to showcase
several garden styles including
Japanese, Italian and Mughal.
Thepublicwillalsobeabletoen-
joy araretree collection. At pre-

- sent the collection of rare trees

are marked separately for re-
searchers. “They will be la-
belled along with their botan-
ical, English and Tamil names.
Their various uses will also be
detailed,” he said. :
The park will host a green

“house. “Corporation mayor, SM

Velusamy had suggested that
the green house should be in
plain glass so that people from
outside can view the plants with
minimum intrusion. We are
considering this,aspect too,” he
said. :
The university also plans to
develop an ‘eco-friendly park’ in
12 acres of land. “The focus will
be on aesthetic appeal and
showcasing eco-based technolo-
gies,” he said. Recycled tree,
plant and household waste will
be used as manure for the park.
‘Meanwhile, negotiations
are on with the corporation on
building pedestrian paths and
footpaths inside the gardens.
University officials said discus-
sions are on with the corpora-
tion on this. At present there is
adequate space on both sides of
theroad. .
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Sow cottori now,
- farm varsity
tells TN growers

Our Bureau

" Coimbatore, Aug. 14
The Domestic and Export
Market Intelligence Cell
(Demic), functioning at the
Tamil Nadu Agricultural Uni-
versity here has advised cot-
ton farmers to take up sowing
in . mid- = August  to
mid-October..

“August is special season for
sowing cotton in Tamil Nadu."
Our analysis of the price
movement in Konganapuram
Cooperative Marketing Socie-
ty shows that the price of the
long staple cotton would hov-
er around Rs 4,800-Rs 5,100 a
quintal at harvest in January-
February 2014,” say Demic
experts.

The masi crop, which is
now flowing into the markets
in Tamil Nadu is ruling at
around Rs 5,200 and Rs 5,500
a_quintal (for long staple), -
source said.

Trade sources are expecting
the price to move north in the
forthcoming months as the ar-
rivals are expected to become

" scarce. ‘
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?}Cottdn, Coeonatto
Fetch Good Prices

Express News Service

Coimbatore: The Tamil
Nadu Agricultural Univer-
sity (TNAU) has predicted
-that cotton as well as coconut
and copra will fetch good
prices in the coming
months.

The current price of long-
stapled cotton is Z5,200-
5,500 per quintal. Though
the Masi-sown crop is now
arriving in major markets in
the State, arrivals from other
states are limited. In Tamil
Nadu, cotton is sown in two
major seasons - Masi and

~ August. W
. According to an ana1y51s
by TNAU's Domestic and
Export Market Intelligence
Cell, it was found that price
of long-stapled cotton will be

%5,000-5,500 per quintal

during August-September.

But in January-February

next year, when the August-
sown cotton arrives in the
market,

prices will be only around
%4,800-5,100 per quintal,
according to the analysis
based on prices at the Kon-

ganapuram Cooperatlve
Marketing Society. :
Though global cotton pro- :
duction is estimated to be :
lower (China and USA), the :
export demand would also :
be low due to huge stocks
with the major producer :
China. However, stocks with !
the major consuming coun- |
-tries are low and prices are !
expected to rule in the :
%4,800-5,100 range per .
quintal in January-February. :
Hence farmers have been :
advised to take up sowingin
Avani-Puratasi, TNAU said :
in a release. :

Coconut and Copra

The prices of coconut and :
copra depend on the price of :
coconut oil in wholesale :
markets. Factors like the size :
_of nuts, copra content and oil :
content create the variations :
in price.

Econometric analysis of :
coconut and copra prices :
that prevailed in Pollachiand
Avalpoondurai markets :
showed that prices in August
will be stable, but may in- |
crease in September. :
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NEWS DIGEST
Two MoUs S|gned by TNAU

00|mbatore. The Tamil Nadu Agricultural Un|-
_versity (TNAU) signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) with National Agro Founda-
_ tion (NAF) on Wednesday to help farmers
across the state increase their product:vnty
The project, which will be initially held in Kan-
cheepuram district, will study the require-
ments of the area and make therequiredin-
 terventions. It also entered intoanother =
~ agreement with the University of Tokyo to facﬂx
: itate faculty-student exchange programmes.
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EAgrl VC S Pep Talk tq Freshers

£xpress News Serwce

- €oimbatore: The Tamil
Nadu Agricultural Univer-
Mty (TNAU) Vlce—Chancel—
ﬁor K Ramasamy, on
" Wednesday, advised stu-

r-dents to enrich their overall :
" researchers; Ramasamy

~persona11ty, by properly

* utilising the student-centric :

. facilities on campus.

iz« Addressing the new en-
|e*trants of various BSc and
3, BTech programmes, during
4 the four-day orientation
“=~programme held in the uni-

L .. versity recently, Ramasamy !
¢ lously plan to achieve laud-
. able success in their pur-

i suits.

“urged the students to make
judicious use of the varsity

P
%’
'* 5

% Yibrary, a treasure trove of

¢ knowledge and one of the

 biggest knowledgere-
¢ source' in agriculture and

i allied sectors in this part of ! :
¢ told the students while also :
¢ adding “Excellence among
: students, to a large extent

: depends on teachersand
© hence they should inculcate :
i creative thinking in stu- :
¢ dents by providing an ex-

¢ emplary learning environ-
{ ment.”

. the country. The new inno-

. vative ‘digital library'
* scheme will largely benefit

the students, teachers and

emphasised.
Cautioning on the hur-

i dles in a competitive world,
 the vice-chancellor advised
© the 'freshers' to critically

. look forward to the chal-

- lenges lying ahead, redefine :
¢ tion events, awareness

i about academic rules and
¢ regulations and a visit to

¢ various crop fields.

their targets and meticu-

"Be strategic thinkers

: and devise out-of-the-box
: solutions to critical aca-

demic issues," Ramasamy

The four-day programme

included health-oriented

exposures, student interac-
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Training

COIMBATORE: A training on
preparation of value-added
products from amla will be held at
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University
on August 13 and 14. o
According to a university release,
processing of amlainto various
value-added products and
packaging technologies will be
covered in the training  ~ .
programme. It will include
preparations suchasamla
beverages, amla concentrates,
dehydrated amla products, and
details on FPO licence for
establishing fruit processing -
industry and firiance will also be
part of the training. Those.
interested should pay a fee of Rs.
1,000 in the formof a Demand
Draft drawn in favour of Dean, .
Agricultural Engineering, should
be sent to the Head, Post Harvest
Technology Centre, INAU
Coimbatore - 641003, before
August 13. For details, contact
0422-6611340 / 6611268.

Supmitted to Vrce- chameellor
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actor-director Cheran’s daughter Damml
is disrespecting her parents by Iodgmg
a complamt against them However :

doss'’ view that the law must: be
_amended to make parental
- consent mandatory for love
marrlages |

Though the Iega mar—

. age Inthat respect,
always adwsable to get the conse

even at a later stage Wlth more exp
in marital life, parents’ direction i - ;
selecting the right partner as Cheran has done.

A ABILASH

tory for love
: elieve‘thatk' -
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™A Suashes
iy -5 FEES FOR
“FARMERS’ COURSE

“Coimbatore: Tami] Nadu
Agricultural University (TN-
'AU) has slashed the fees from
7,500 to 34,000 per semester
“for Open and Distance Lear-
ning mode of Bachelor of Fa-
-rm Technology (BFTech). The
brogramme, started three ‘
years ago, has been struc. |
tured in such a way that farm-
ers who enrolled should have
the privilege of being a |
degree holder and also and
expert in scientific agricul-
turist with ultimate self.confi-
dence, a TNAU release said on ‘
Wednesday: e Py
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i’ 9 Cmmbatore' People in
general’remaln apprehensive
“4bout using genetically mod-
“ified crops and scientists and

’;@eed producers must take the

‘ 'initlatlve to clear the air by
explalnlng to them what ge-
netic modification is all

~about, says K Ramasamy,
Vice-Chancellor, Tamil Nadu
Agriculture University.

 ‘Their failure to clarify the
doubts and fears that people
harbour is turning out to be
a bottleneck in introducing
transgenic crops, Ramasamy
ild Express on Friday, on

le sidelines of an awareness

v workshop on issues related

r to genetically modified (GM)

I!ops
‘The workshop was jointly

organised by TNAU and Bio-

It tech Consortium India Lim-

(ﬂed (BCIL). More than 100
| people, lncludlng faculty
{ members of various TNAU
departments and state ex-
_tension officials, part1c1pated

“fn the workshop.

—— -r"—

Farmers, led by Tamil Agriculture Protectmn Group and the Tamil Nadu Farmers Assoclatlon,

surrounding GM crops. If
this is done and their confi-
dence is gained, they can be

‘persuaded to use non-food

crops first and then food
Ccorps.

Though the government
has banned the cultivation

‘T‘hﬂ failure to
clarify the doubts
and fears that people
harbour is turning
out to be a bottle-
neck in introducing
transgenic crops

B pegple mgg...bmmgsiu- EL VTN

and sale of GM seeds, re-
search can be carried out in
a closed environment. Public
institutions and researchers
should therefore understand
the pros and cons of genetic
engineering well before ap-
proaching farmers and end
users.

The TNAU has developed
a GM rice variety high in iron
and vitamin A, which can
reduce malnutrition. As
much as 40 per cent of chil-
dren are facing malnutrition
and GM crops have a lot of
scope in solving this prob-
lem, Ramasamy, pointed
out. “The transfer of genes
takes place in nature itself.
The human stomach has in-
corporated 500 genes de-
rived from plants. This
means there is a horizontal
gene transfer from plant to
human being. It also takes
place from one bacterium to
another and among plants
through the soil,” he ex-
plained.

One cause of people’s fears

about transgenic food is the
Y 9 1

common people in terms
they can understand that this
will not cause human beings
any problem. They should
also conduct studies here to
clear the air, instead of giving
examples from Monsanto
experiments.

Other fears include supply
of poor material by seed pro-
ducers and the possible
emergence of monopoly in
seed production. Introduc-
ing insurance for seeds can
address the first issue. This
will ensure that farmers get
quality planting materials
and protect them from crop
failure due to poor quality or
spurious seeds, he said.

If farmers get more profit
if the GM seeds enable them
to get good yields, there is
nothing wrong in paying for
it, Ramasamy said.

B Sesikeran, Chairman of
the Review Committee on
Genetic Manipulation and
former director of the Na-
tional Institute of Nutrition,
emphasised the need to cre-
ate awareness about the ben—

T o SR s TN ” g o

storming a paddy f'eld at namanathapuram in the clty and uprootmg GM crops, in these snaps taken on November 12, 2006 | Expnsss

‘Experts Must Clear Doubts about GM Grops

No Answers Still to Many
Questions: Farm Leaders

espite awareness pro-
Dgrammes being con-

ducted to push ge-
netlcally modified crops,
there is stiff resistance from
farmers and environmental-
ists to their cultivation. They
consider it a threat to food
security, environment and
the economy.

In the past, farmers be-
longing to Tamil Nadu Agri-
culture Protection Group
and Tamil Nadu Farmers As-
sociation had invaded a
paddy field in the Ramana-
thapuram locality and up-
rooted plants.

The GM crop was being
raised by the Tamil Nadu
Agriculture University as
field trial. The farmers were
angry as the seeds were pro-
vided by Mahyco, Indian af-
ﬁhat_e of thekcontroversml

“questions, including health
and environment problems,
do not have satisfactory an-
swers, said G Nammalvar,
founder director, Nammal-
war Research Foundation for
Farm Research and Global
Food Security.

People are opposing GM
crops the world over. It has
been proved that they do
more harm than good. GM
crops would benefit a few
and create problems for the
rest, he said.

M Kandasamy, secretary,
Tamil Nadu Vyvasigal
Sangam, said the yield from

Many questions on
GM crops, including
health and environ-
ment problems, do

not have satisfactory

Bt cotton has gone down.
Various issues like the de-
struction of native and tradi-
tional seeds remain to be
addressed. Farmers would
be at the mercy of seed pro-
ducing companies and forced
to pay them huge royalties if
GM crops are allowed.

Citing a recent example,
he said ladies fingers seeds
supplied to farmers gave a
poor yield. There is every
possibility of GM seed pro-
ducers supplying poor seed
to gullible farmers.

GM crops may harm peo-
ple’s health as animal genes
have been introduced in
some crops , said Narayana-
samy Janarthanan, an agro-
culture social educator. They
can also be a threat to biodi-
versity.

after such doubts are

|
|
|
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Tgxpress News Service

“¢oimbatore: The Tamil
“Nadu Agricultural Univer-
“Sity has reduced the fee for
“Bachelor of Farm Technol-
“ogy (BFTech) course, which
“is'being exclusively offered
“to farmers. v
“*“The fee has been reduced
2§tbm 27,500 to ¥4,000 Der
semester now to motivate
farmers to join the course

?agd to help them become

trepreneurs. !
<_iAs a pioneering attempt to
uplift the farming commu-
nity, empower farmers and
enhance productivity,
_INAU’s Directorate of Open
“nd Distance Learning has
“been offering the BFTech
course exclusively to farmers
“foir the past three years.
fi€iThe degree programme
“has been structured in such
Saway that farmers who enrol

e

will have the privilege of be-
ing a degree holder and can
also practise farming scien-
tifically with self-confi-
dence.

The programme’s features
include creating an opportu-

pity to become entrepre-

neurs and taking up farming

“and allied activities scien-

tifically, with updated ‘do-
how, know-how and what-

‘how’. Farmers will be pro-

vided with technologies on
subjects like ploughing, har-
vesting, post-harvest pro-
cesses and value addition.
The syllabus and course ma-
terials have been designed by
renowned agricultural scien-
tists and researchers.
These have been made
easy to learn. The course in-
cludes field visits, study tours
and gaining practical skills.

Farmers can learn and apply -

the technologies by them-

| Attract Farmers

selves.Demonstrations and
hands-on training of farm
technologies will be conduct-
ed during the Personal Con-
tact Programme (PCP) ar-
ranged for 10 days per se-
mester.

The medium of instruction
is Tamil. The course follows
the semester pattern and
four courses are offered per
semester. Self-learning ma-
terials are given to students.
The qualification is a pass in
Class X. The candidate
should be 27 years and
above.

The programme will com-
mence in August. Applica-
tions are available at the
Directorate of Open and Dis-
tance Learning, TNAU,
Coimbatore and other uni-
versity centres at Madurai,
Tirunelveli, Tindivanam,
Aduthurai and Sandhiyur,
said a TNAU release.
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Bio-waste tohelp
fire Corporation’s
crematorium

Karthik Madhavan

tore Corporatlon s plan goes

- well, the degradable, bio-.

waste may not end up at the
Vellalore dump yard. The

'~ civicbody is likely to take the

‘waste to a bio-methanisa-
tion plant to produce me-
thane, which it will use to
fire the crematorium in
Chokkampudur.

According to sources in .

the Coimbatore Corpora-
tion, the civic body collects
about. 20 tonnes of bio-de-
~ gradable waste on weekdays
and nearly 30 tonnes on
weekends - this largely
comes from wastes from
markets and restaurants. By
diverting the waste, the Cor-
poration will not only be

able to put to better use the

bio-degradable waste but al-
so save on fuel and mainte-
nance. The crematorium in
: Chokkampudur runs on
electricity..The Corporation
~plans to covert the same in
“such fashion that it runs on
* power and gas.

In setting up the bio-

‘methanisation plant, . the
Corporation is in talks with
the Tamil Nadu Agricultural
University’s Bio Energy
Bepartment

~S. Kamaraj, Head of the

Department, says that every

tonne of food waste will gen-

erate 100 cubic metre gas af-

ter it undergoes aerobic
digestion process. There is
no energy required for this
process, though. Plus, the
‘bio-methanisation plant will
produce 60 - 70 per cent

more methane compared to

| * burning firewood. Better ef-
VCOIMBATORE If the Coimba- -

ficiency is an advantage but
' that is not the only one.
There is an economic angle
to using the bio-methanisa-
tion plant, as-well.

Manaré%rs of gasifier cre-
matoriums have started us-
ing gas cylinders following
firewood shortage. And it
takes a cyhnder to burn a
body. ~
~ But with 3 000 cubic
metre gas, which the plant
will generate by processing
30 tonnes 'waste, the civic
body will be able to burn 20 |
bodies and also generate 250
kw power, Mr. Kamaraj says
and adds if one were to take
into account the costofacyl-
inder that is not subsidised,
the Corporation will be able
to recover the plant cost
within two years.

The Corporation can also
make money by selling the
waste from the bio-methan-

_isation plant as manure.

- He says that the TNAU
has given the proposal to the
Corporation and the engi-
neers there are preparing
the plant cost.

- The Corporation sources
say that the Corporation
plans to set up the plant with
capacity to process 10
tonnes or 20 tonnes a day
depending on the cost in-
volved. The electric crema-
torium at present gets eight

bodies a day. i

The sources add that after
studying the efficiency of the

~ plant, the Corporation may

go in for a similar plant at its
crematorium in Athupalam.
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Anniversary

COIMBATORE: The seventh
anniversary celebration of
ACCOSA (Agricultural College,
' Coimbatore Old Students’
| Association) will be held at the
Agricultural College, Coimbatore,
- at8.30am on August 10.

i
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Milk Vendor Vacated
from TNAU Campus

- Express News Service

{ Coimbatore: An outlet of
i apopular milk brand, which
i was functioning on the prem-
i ises of the Tamil Nadu Agri-
¢ culture University (TNAU),
. was vacated following viola-
¢ tion of contract period.

:  The outlet of Aavin Milk,
¢ which was functioning on
: TNAU premises along the
. Maruthamalai Road, was
: vacated by university offi-
i cials with the help of the Rev-
. enue Department and police.
i The outlet was given permis-
. sion to operate on TNAU
: premises during the tenure
i of the then Vice-Chancellor
i P Murugesaboopathi.

¢ "The outlet violated the
i contract given in 2011 and
. also sold various eatables
. while permission was given
i to sell only milk and milk
. products. After the new vice-
. chancellor assumed charge
¢ last year, the contractor was

asked to vacate the place.
However, he got a court or-
der to run the shop till
Wednesday," university of-
ficials said.

The university removed
the outlet on Thursday
morning as the stay obtained

The outlet violated
the contract given

in 2011 and also

sold various eatables
while permission was
given to sell only milk
and milk products

by the contractor became
invalid.

The outlet was a cause of
nuisance as the public used
to hang out at the place, of-
ficials said. The university
has erected a compound wall
at the place.
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- TNAU reduces
iees”

Staff Reporter

_COIMBATORE: The Directorate

of Open and Distance Learn-
ing (ODL) of ‘Tamil Nadu
Agricultural University is in-
viting applications ~ from
farmersfor the three-year de-
gree programme — B.F. Tech.
— Bachelor of Farm Technol-
ogy. This course, exclusively
for farmers, is the fourth
batch of the course and will
begin this month. oo

According to Director of
ODL, the programme is de-
signed to help farmers carry
out agricultural activities
with a scientific approach.
And, to encourage more to |
take up the course, the uni-
versity has reduced the se-
mester fee from Rs. 7,500 to
Rs. 4,000. )

Field visits and study tours
based on the individual
courses also form part of the -
programme.

Demonstration of technol-
ogies and theory contact
classes are held for 10 days
each semester.

The medium of instruction
is Tamil. e

The programme consists of
six semesters. .

The infrastructure facili-
ties available with the univer-
sity in  its constituent
colleges, research stations,
and Krishi Vigyan Kendras,
are used for the programme
to enable farmers attend con-
tact classes at the nearest
centre without having to trav-
el to TNAU. hE

Farmers who have ap-
peared for Standard X can ap-
ply. ,
Those who are,27 years and
-above are eligible.”

Applications can be ob-.
tained from the Directorate
of Open and Distance Learn-
ing (ODL) of Tamil Nadu
Agricultural University,
Coimbatore, or centres at.
Madurai, Tirunelveli, Tindi-
vanam,  Aduthurai and
Sandhiyur. -

Contact

For details, contact Direc-
tor, Open and Distance
Learning, TNAU, Coimbatore
— 641003; or call 0422-
6611229 or 94421-11048 /
94421-11047..

Enquiries can also be sent
on e-mail to odl@tnau.ac.in.
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,‘TNAU saentlsts

inspect FCI godown

Staff Reporter

COIMBATORE: Scientists
from the Centre for Plant
Protection Studies of Ta-
mil Nadu Agricultural Uni-
versity and an official of
Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies
Corporation who visited
the Food Corporation of
India (FCI) at Peelamedu
and nearby residential ar-
eas have suggested some
pest control measures - to
prevent the pests from
causing further problem to

'~ the public.
' The team that visited
the areas on Wednesday,
however, told the people
that the insects did not
cause any direct harm to
human beings, but only fed
and multiplied on stored

' food grains.
. They were urged to keep
stored food' grains in in-

sect-proof contalners to

prevent multlphcatlon of

insects:
. The Area Manager of
FCI Coimbatore has been

‘asked to use UV light traps

for mass trapping of stored
grain insect pests in ware-
houses. Two traps can be
placed at the corners of a

‘warehouse of dimension of

60m X 20m X 5 m for effec-
tive storage pest manage-
ment. Stack storage traps
can be used in stacks of
grains without damaging
them.

It is been recommended
to. use aluminium phos-
phide fumigation once in
45 days if more than two

insects were found in 0.5

kg of grain or on need ba-
sis. Fortnightly spraying of
malathion 50 EC on alley-
ways and gangways, and
DDVP 76 WSC for air

. deployed  for
‘wild vegetatlon from the

charging,  were  also
suggested.
FCI clarifies

Referring to reports on
pest menace near the FCI
godown, the management
has said that it is taking
efforts to control the in-
festation by deploying
pneumatic ~ compressor
machines for cleaning the
cobwebs, power sprayers
for arresting the flying in-
sects, and labourers for
prophylactic and curative

' operations at the godown.

According to Area Man-
ager K. Sathyakumar, ma-
chines have also been
Temoving

depot premises. The Dis-
trict Collector has sup-
plied fogging machines for

_ the cleaning and disinfect-

ing operations.
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TNAU NAF 1nk MOU

j Staff Reporter

; COIMBATORE Tamll Nadu Agri-

cultural University and Na-.

tional Agro Foundation (NAF),
‘a public charitable trust in
Chennai, entered into a Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MoU) here on Wednesday to
.collaborate on: education, re-
search, and extension
‘ act1v1t1es
Founded bylate C. Subrama-
| - nlam, the trust works for the
socio-economic 1mprovement
~of farmlng and rural communi-
ty, in partnership with various
. stakeholders.
The partnership with TNAU
is aimed at extending their ac-
‘tivities to a larger section of
farmers and helping the uni-

- versity to take its technology to
the grassroots.
According to the umver51ty

Vice-Chancellor K. Ramasamy,
the initial activity that would

take off as a result of the MoU
would be identifying the weak-

nesses in agricultural produc-

tion in Kancheepuram district
and offer intervention to in-
crease productivity. =~

+ “To begin with we are focus-

ing on a single district. This tie-- ,
up will be for three years with

funding from the Department

of Science and Technology. Ini-

tial assistance in identifying
the weak areas using GIS sys-
tems will be got from experts in

Indian Institute of Technology, ‘
Madras. Students from engi-

neering colleges’ from neigh-

bourmg areas in the district
will also be used for the pur-
pose,” the
said. :
The facilities of NAF in Kan-
cheepuram would be exten-
sively used by TNAU for this
work. Also, the food safety lab-
oratory and research centres
for soil health and other spe-
cialisations would also be used
by students, research scholars
and faculty of the university.

‘Brigadier (Retd.) R.I. Raghu-
nathan, chief executive officer,
NAF, said the trust was plan-
ning to take forward its pilot
project that it implemented in
nearly 300 villages involving
3,000 farmers, to a larger num-
ber of villages Wlth the help of
TNAU.

Vice—Chancellor‘

Sxﬂym;bteol to Vice - Chamcaller
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