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To Date: 27-11-2014
The Editor,

Sir,

| request that the following matter may kindly be published in your esteemed daily:

Workshop on
SOLAR BIOMASS INTEGRATED DRYING SYSTEM at TNAU
The Solar-Biomass Integrated Dryer was developed at Department of
Bioenergy, Agricultural Engineering College and Research Institute, Tamil Nadu
Agricultural University, Coimbatore. Existing method of agro products drying are
open sun drying and solar tunnel dryer, which are applicable for during sunshine
hours only (during day time). Limitations of the off-sun shine hour drying and during
rainy seasons, the product gets deteriorated in quality. Hence, the integrated system

was developed.

The purpose of integrated dryer is effective for continuous drying of agro
products such as coconut and chilli and other food products related to drying
temperature of 60 °C. During day time solar energy utilized for drying, off-sun shine
hours and raining days the biomass dryer is used for drying of the products. Coconut
husk can be used as a fuel for burning and the fuel consumption rate is 15 — 17
kg/hour. Drying time of copra in integrated system is about 2-3 days in case of solar
tunnel dryer is 4-5 days. Drying time reduced further about 35 percent compared to

solar tunnel dryer. It is a clean and hygienic drying method for agro products.



To create an awareness about technology among potential users, particularly
for copra drying a technology awareness workshop " SOLAR BIOMASS
INTEGRATED DRYING SYSTEM " is planned to be organized on 29.11.2014
(Saturday) 9.30 am at Seminar Hall, Agricultural Engineering College and Research
Institute, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore — 641 003 with funding
support of Department of Science and Technology, New Delhi. The users of this
technology include farmers, agro-industrialist, coconut growers’ association
members, members of coconut processing centers, members of co-operative society,
Government and Non Government organization and other related users/beneficiaries.
Demonstration of solar-biomass integrated dryer is planned for the benefit of
farmers. The interested participants can confirm their participation through 0422-
6611276, 6611290 to the Professor and Head, Department of Bioenergy, Agricultural
Engineering College & Research Institute, TNAU, Coimbatore.
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